WITI HEADLINES

SUN EXECUTIVE INDUCTED INTO WITI HALL OF FAME

Earthtimes.org

Kim Jones will accept the honor at the 11th Annual WITI Hall of Fame Dinner tonight, Monday, October 30. Sponsored by the Women in Technology Foundation, the leading professional group for technical women, the dinner will honor five recipients for their outstanding achievements in their respective fields.
Boise resident employee inducted into Women in Technology International Hall of Fame 

Idaho Business Review

 Boise resident Nor Rae Spohn was inducted into the Women in Technology International Hall of Fame October 30.

HP exec named to technology hall of fame 

The Idaho Statesman

You can thank Nor Rae Spohn for the affordable Hewlett-Packard LaserJet printer that keeps your small business running.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WITI NEWS

SUN EXECUTIVE INDUCTED INTO WITI HALL OF FAME
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http://www.earthtimes.org/articles/show/news_press_release,12295.shtml
Kim Jones will accept the honor at the 11th Annual WITI Hall of Fame Dinner tonight, Monday, October 30. Sponsored by the Women in Technology Foundation, the leading professional group for technical women, the dinner will honor five recipients for their outstanding achievements in their respective fields.

"By honoring exceptional women, such as Sun's Kim Jones, the WITI Hall of Fame shines the spotlight on the role models and sources of inspiration for the next generation of women considering careers in science and technology," said Carolyn Leighton, CEO, chairwoman and WITI founder. "All Hall of Fame winners are selected by an independent panel of judges for their contributions in these fields, as well as their commitment to support and mentor other women."

Among her many accomplishments, Kim Jones directly made an exceptional contribution to the advancement of technology in education by co-founding the Global Education and Learning Community (GELC), now recognized as an innovative non-profit community for developing open source curricula for educators of all types. The GELC addresses a variety of issues of great importance to the educational community, including teaching and learning new technologies, vocational retraining, bridging the digital divide and achieving free and unencumbered access globally to top education curricula and functionality.

Jones serves on a variety of boards, and in 2001, as testament to her superior performance, Jones received the Sun Leadership Award and served on Sun's leadership council. She also received the prestigious YWCA Award for Women in Business. In addition to her leadership role within Sun, she is recognized for driving policy initiatives as evidenced by her testimony before the Congressional Web-based Education Commission, which she advised on the development of an education policy to address challenges posed by the digital age.
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Boise resident employee inducted into Women in Technology International Hall of Fame 

6 November 2006

Idaho Business Review

Boise resident Nor Rae Spohn was inducted into the Women in Technology International Hall of Fame October 30. 

Spohn was among five women from around the world recognized by Women in Technology International. She was honored for her contribution to science and technology. 

WITI is a global organization dedicated to encourage young women to become technology literate and pursue technical careers. 

Spohn is vice president and general manager of Hewlett Packard's Personal LaserJet Solutions. She has worked at HP for more than 25 years, where she helped the company launch its first LaserJet printer. She currently leads a 350-person team in the research and development of monochrome and color LaserJet printers designed for small business and personal use. 

Spohn joined HP in 1980 as an engineer. In 1998, she was named R&D manager of the Personal LaserJet Division. Spohn was selected as vice president and general manger of the division in 2002. 

[Rae Spohn] is vice president and general manager of Hewlett Packard's Personal LaserJet Solutions. She has worked at HP for more than 25 years, where she helped the company launch its first LaserJet printer.
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HP exec named to technology hall of fame 
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You can thank Nor Rae Spohn for the affordable Hewlett-Packard LaserJet printer that keeps your small business running. 

Spohn, 48, vice president and general manager of HP´s Color LaserJet Solutions, has worked for HP in Boise since 1980. 

She was the research and development manager for HP´s personal LaserJet division, which was responsible for development of the HP 3100 and 1100 A -- the printers that made LaserJets affordable. 

Spohn´s contribution to the growth of HP´s printing efforts and her ongoing efforts as a mentor for other women were noted in her recent induction to the Women in Technology International Hall of Fame. 

She joined five other women last week in Santa Clara, Calif last week for the official induction ceremony. 

"Each of these women represent the most admirable role models for the next generation of young women" Carolyn Leighton, CEO, chairwoman and founder of WITI, said in a statement. 

"It´s quite an honor for me," Spohn said. 

The professional organization focuses on increasing the number of women who enter the technology field. 

Spohn was fresh out of college with a degree in computer science from Iowa State when she arrived in Boise in 1980. She came to HP at a time when the company was making an effort to recruit more women. 

"HP was still small in Boise, and a lot of people didn´t know what HP was doing," she said. "All they did know was that there were people on Chinden doing something with computers." 

Although HP is now known for its printers at the Boise location, in 1980 it was home to the disc drive division. 

Spohn said the first time she wrote computer code to make a disc drive work, she was hooked. During the early years almost everyone working at HP was at the most only five years out of college. 

"It created an instant family," she said. 

Spohn said she´s still amazed at how the explosion of affordable HP printers changed the way people do business. 

"I´ve seen HP printers on the backs of bikes in Beijing and in third world countries," she said. "The printers are being used in small businesses around the world." 

When she arrived at HP, she was among the minority, but now more women are working at HP and choosing to make it a career. Because of her history, Spohn said she´s often called on to share her experience and to be a mentor. 

She said she´s learned to downplay her personal accomplishments when she talks to others. 

"It´s not the stories of what you did right that they learn from," Spohn said. "You need to open up and be honest and talk about the mistakes you made and share your experiences." 

When she´s not working on the latest HP printer, Spohn spends time with her husband and two sons at their Foothills home off the North End. 

She recently took up biking and also finds time for quilting, gardening and cooking. 

Spohn said she continues to look forward to the challenges at HP. She was only recently named to head up the color LaserJet division. 

"Color is just starting to take off and this is an opportunity to lead a huge growth machine," she said. 

When she does finally leave HP, Spohn hopes that it isn´t just the printers she´s remembered for. 

"Everyone will forget how many printers I´ve been involved with, but when I leave HP I want someone to say, ´she really helped other people,´ " Spohn said. 
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